URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OFFICE, 

BUACKROD,  CHORIL.B'V'. 


Annual  l^cport  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1913 


I'u  the  Chui rnum  ant!  Mimhers  of  tht  bhickrod 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  iiiy  Aiiiuuil  Keport  upon  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  1913,  together  with  the  usual 
analyses  of  births,  deaths,  infectious  diseases,  etc.,  in  Tables  I. — IV. 

Birth-rate. — During  1913  112  births  have  been  registered  (60 
l>oys  and  o2  girls),  shewing  a rate  of  28.3  per  1,000  of  population. 
Tlie  average  number  of  births  for  the  past  5 years  is  106  ; the  average 
rate  is  27.1.  This  year  again  we  are  slightly  above  the  average,  the 
births  and  rate  shewing  a further  increase.  In  1910  there  were  only 
95  births;  1911,  104;  1912,  108;  and  this  year,  112. 

Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
is  53,  with  rate  of  13.39.  Two  deaths  of  Blackrod  residents  occurred 
outside  the  district,  so  this  brings  our  numl>er  up  to  55,  with  a rate 
of  13.89.  This  shews  an  increase  on  last  year’s,  which  was  13.3. 
Tiie  average  numljer  of  deaths  for  the  last  5 years  is  52.6,  with  rate 
13.5.  We  are  only  slightly  above  the  average.  There  are  20  deaths 
under  1 year  of  age  out  of  112  births,  making  a rate  of  178.5.  This 
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does  not  co'iiipare  favouraLly  with  last  year’s,  when  there  were  12 
out  of  108  births,  with  a rate  of  111.1.  We  have  9 deaths  under 
15  years,  4 between  15  and  25  years,  4 between  25  and  45  years, 
9 between  45  and  65,  and  9 over  65  years  of  age. 

The  causes  of  death  I tabulate  as  follows:  — 


Zymotic  Diseases 


Non-Tuberculous 
Disease  of  laings 


/ Diarrhoea 
' Enteric 
I IMeasles 

Influenza 

Phthisis 


1 

4 

1 


O 

•) 


Bronchitis  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  4 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs  1 

Cancer  ...  1 

Meningitis  ...  2- 

Organic  Heart  Disease  3 

Nephritis  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

Congenital  Debility  7 

Violent  Deaths  ...  2 

Suicide  ...  1 

Other  Defined  Di.seases  13 


Total  ..  55 

It  will  be  seen  that  Zymotic  disease  accounts  for  12  deaths. 
This  was  owing  to  two  epidemics  we  had,  one  of  diarrhoea,  which 
was  the  most  severe  we  have  had  for  years.  Scarcely  a house  escaped, 
and  7 infants  of  under  one  year  died  of  it.  There  was  also  a 
measles  epidemic.  We  cloiseil  the  National  School  for  a period  of 
three  weeks  in  April.  The  epidemic  was  confined  to  one  part  of  the 
district  only,  so  it  was  not  necessary  to  close  the  other  schools. 
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■Measles  is  not  a notifiable  disease',  but  I estimate  tbe  niinil)er  of  cases 
at  about  bO,  with  4 deatlis.  The  closing  of  tlie  school  and  disinfect- 
ing seemed  to  check  the  spread.  This  year  also  we  have  3 deaths 
from  Plithisis.  There  were  none  last  year,  and  2 in  1911. 

Inf.\ntii,e  Moht.m.ity. — We  have  20  deaths  under  1 year  of  age 
out  of  112  births,  m;iking  a rate  of  178. .5  per  1,000  births.  This  is 
very  high,  as  last  year  it  was  only  111.1.  In  fact,  it  has  not  been  so 
high  for  a number  of  years,  but,  as  I have  IxTore  stated,  7 infants 
died  of  diarrha^a. 

Causes  of  death  are  as  follow:  — 


■Meningitis 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Gastritis 

Congenital  Debility  ... 
Other  causes 


2 

1 

7 

2 

7 

1 


Total 
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ZviroTic  De^\th-r.ate.— There  are  12  deaths  from  Zymotic 
disease,  viz.:  Diarrhoea  7,  Enteric  1,  Measles  4.  This  gives  a rate 
of  .3.03,  an  increase  on  last  year,  which  was  2.31. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  48 
cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified,  viz.  : 36  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  3,  Puerperal  Fever  2,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  3,  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  2.  Last 
year  the  numbei-  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  was  24,  and  this 
"as  unusually  large,  but  36  this  year  is  a tremendous 
increase.  I cannot  say  that  at  any  time  there  was  an  epidemic. 
The  cases  were  spread  over  the  whole  year,  in  fact,  no  month  was 
clear,  neither  were  the  cases  confined  to  any  special  district.  23 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  in  hospital,  and  2 cases  of 
Diphtheria.  Total,  2.o  cases  treated  in  hospital. 
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In  ]!)()4  there  were  79  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


„ 1905  ,,  19 

„ 1906  „ 17 

,,  1907  ,,  28 

„ 1908  ,,  12 

,,  1909  ,,  38 

,,  1910  ,,  24 

„ 1911  ,,  16 

,,  1912  ,,  40 

,,  1913  ,,  48 

Average  for  past  10  years  is  32.1. 


Last  year  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  tlie  largest  since 
1 904,  but  there  is  an  increase  on  that  this  year.  I can  only  repeat 
what  I said  last  year,  that  I can  offer  no  explanation  as  to  the  cau.se. 
Most  of  the  cases  were  promptly  sent  to  hospital,  and  the  lioxnses 
were  thoroughly  disinfected  and  beautified. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  District. — This  is  fairly  satisfactory, 
and  generally  in  accordance  with  existing  bye-laws.  44  flush  water 
closets  have  been  installed  in  lieu  of  privies.  This  is  not  so  many 
as  last  year,  but  the  erection  of  w.c.’s  was  not  pressed  in  the  summer 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  water,  owing  to  the  continued  drought. 
The  coriveniences  in  the  township  now  are  436  privies,  282  flush 
water  closets,  38  waste  water  closets,  23  pails,  295  ashpits,  and  242 
bins.  During  the  year  132  notices  have  been  served  under  the 
following  heads : — 


Notices  to  Limewash...  ...  ..  15 

Unsatisfactory  Closets  ...  87 

Dampness  . G 

Black  Smoke  ..  1 

Unpaved  and  Dirty  Back  lards  ...  7 

Dangerous  Colliery  Shaft  ...  • 1 

Defective  Gullies  ...  • ■ ■ 4 


Dei'octive  Spoutiii^f 
Defective  Stencil  Pipe 
Defective  Drains 
Stopped  Drains 
Dirtv  Premises 


3 

5 


1 


1 


Total  132. 


The  above  nnisanees  have  iK’en  or  are  Iwing  attended  to. 

The  number  of  houses  in  tlie  district  is  now  808,  9 new  liomses 
having  been  erected. 

Tlie  number  of  lionses  inspected  under  tlie  Housing  Act  during 
tlie  year  is  139.  Notices  have  been  served,  and  the  work  is  progress- 
ing satisfactorily. 

Inspection  of  Wokkshops. — Collieries  4,  Bleachworks  4, 
Weaving  Sheds  4,  other  small  workshops  12.  Total,  24.. 

Smoke  Observations  of  one  hour's  duration  of  works’  chimneys 

11. 

ScAVENGiNfi  Returns. — During  the  ^-ear  the  scavenging  depart- 
ment emptied  1,147  ashpits,  10,134  bins,  and  removed  2,946  loads 
of  refuse. 

Sewage. — The  Sewage  Works  and  Irrigation  Lands  have  been 
inspected  regularly,  and  the  treatment  of  sewage  is  very  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  e.xcellent  in  character,  and  has  been 
just  sufficient  for  our  needs  during  the  year,  as,  in  spite  of  the 
drought,  it  was  not  necessary  on  any  occasion  to  discontinue  a 
regular  supply. 

Dairies  A Cowsheds. — These  have  been  periodically  inspected, 
and  are  now  satisfactory  as  regards  air  space  and  cleanliness. 

Bakehouses  A Slaughter-houses. — We  have  no  public  bake- 
houses or  slaughter-houses  in  the  ilistrict,  but  the  private  ones  have 
lieen  periodically  inspected,  and  are  satisfactory. 
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Workshops. — Tliese  are  all  in  good  condition,  well  ventilated, 
and  generally  satisfactory. 

Lodging  Houses  & Obnoxious  Tr.vdes. — No  ordinary  lodging 
houses  in  the  district,  and  no  obnoxious  trades  carried  on. 

Food  Supput,  ttc. — Satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

General  Health. — This  has  been  only  fairly  good.  We  had 
two  epidemics — measles  and  diarrhoea.  Then  the  number  of  infec- 
tious diseases  shows  a big  increase,  chiefly  scarlet  fever,  of  which 
there  have  been  36  cases,  but  not  one  case  of  typhoid  throughout  the 
year.  This  latter  fact  points  to  onr  sanitary  arrangements  lieing 
fairly  efficient. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


J.  W.  UNSWORTH,  M.O.H 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  2,388. 

Total  of  population  at  all  ages,  3,957.  Muuil)er  of  inhabited  houses,  858.  Average 

(At  Census,  1911). 
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Table  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

HIE  Year  1913. 

xiLAGKROI)  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


No.  of  Cases  Notified. 


Notifiable  Disease.  ' 

i all 
.4gps 

At 

A>^es 

— Years. 

Total  Cases  remov 

lo  Hospital. 

1 

1 

OJ 

c 

j 5 to  1 5. 

id 

45  to  65. 

Diphtheria  ...  2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  ..  3 

1 

2 

Scarlet  fever  ...  36 

2 

8 

26 

23 

Puerperal  fever  ...  2 

2 

Pulmonary  TubeiculosiS|  3 

3 

Other  forms  of  ,,  j 2 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ...1  48 

1 

1 

3 

9 

28 

3 

3 

2 

25 

Isolation  Hospital  (Joint),  Fall  Birch,  Horwich. 
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Taklk  nr. — Causfs  of,  .and  .Aces  at  Death  nuniNc  tear  1913. 

BLACK UOD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


De.itlis  ill  or  belonging  to  whole 
(li.strict  at  suhjoined  ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

•Ages 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  2 

2 and 
under  5 

5 and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  45 

45  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Measles 

4 

2 

2 

. . 

Inlluenza 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pul.  Tuber.) 
Cancel,  malignant 

3 

2 

... 

1 

... 

disease 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

2 

Drganic  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  Diseases  of 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Respiratory  Organs 
Diarrhoea  & KiPeritis 

2 

7 

1 

7 

1 

... 

... 

Nephritis  & Bright’s 

Disease 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

... 

Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation, 

including  Prema- 
ture Birth 

7 

7 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

eluding  suicides. . 

2 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Disea’s 

14 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Totals 

55 

20 

5 

3 ! 1 

4 

4 

9 

9 

Deaths — Certified,  53  ; Uncertified,  2. 

Total  Deaths  in  Institutions  in  the  District. — Nil. 
No  Institutions  in  the  district. 


IV.  INFANT  MORTAITTi  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

BLACKROl)  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
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Nett  Bir:  l.s  in  the  year,  legitimate,  lUG  ; illegitiinaie,  6. 
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liEPOTiT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  1913, 

FOR  THE  URBAH  DISTRICT  OF  BLACKROD. 

I'ACTORIES,  WORKSHOl'S,  LaUNDHIES,  WoKKI’I.  A CKS,  ANU  IIOMliWOHK, 

1.— mSPKCTlOX. 


lucluifinij  hixj/ectioHH  viade  by  Sanitary  In^pecfon^  or  Jnsj/ectors;  of' 

A'uisanrer;. 


I’rcmises. 

Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

12 

\\  orksho]is  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

12 

Total 

24 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND.— 

None. 

3.— HOME  M^ORK.— None. 


4.  — REGIST ERE  1 ) WO RK vSHO P8 


Nnmljer. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


8 

5. — OTHER  MATTERS. — None. 


AVrirkshoj^s  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  e 
Hiiyton  llleachworks 
Wooils’  ami  Son’s  Colliery 
Blackrod  Weaving  Shed 
Arley  Brick  Co. 

Cloggers 
Shoemakers 
BLndvsmiths  ... 


id  of  tlie  year 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


I 


